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It comprised not only the authentic descendants of
Rurik, but those of a pastryman's apprentice, like the
Princes Menschikoff, of a Little Russian peasant, like
the Princes Razoumovsky, or of a soldier of fortune,
like the Princes OrlofL One of the most frequent
sources of titles, fortune and influence was the favour
of the Empress, Elizabeth or Catherine, accorded to
a young officer of the guards, and sometimes even to a
servant of more humble rank. The great poet of the
Russian nation, Pouschkine, himself a descendant of
one of the families belonging to the ancient Dvorianstvo
and having furnished Boyards to the Court of the
Czars of Moscow, referred to this same society in the
following lines:
" With us the nobility is young,
And the younger it is, the nobler."
During the reigns of the Emperors Paul L and Alex-
ander I. the division between the provincial Dvorianstvo
and the society of the Court became more marked.
While the latter lived at  St.  Petersburg or followed
the sovereign to his summer residence, the provincial
nobility lived on their estates during the summer and
passed the winter months by preference in the ancient
capital  of  the Czars, Moscow.    It was in this milieu,
at the time of the Napoleonic wars, that the liberal ideas
imbibed   by  the  young    Russian   officers   during  the
stay of the Allies at Paris, found the most encouragement,
and it was also the class that furnished the greater part
of the actors in the conspiracy of December, 1825, against
Emperor  Alexander   L,   the   object   being   to   obtain
from his successor a constitutional charter for Russia.
History tells of the severity with which Emperor Nicho-
las I. suppressed that movement and of the fate of the
Decembrists, some of whom,  like Princes  Wolkonsky